
 

9 

 

 

UNIT  1.  

ARE YOU INTO READING?  
Objective: The students are able to predict information in a text by previewing 
the cover, title or summary of a text.  

 
Look at the pictures. Discuss with your friends.  

¶ Do you like reading?  

¶ Which one that you want to read? W hy? 

¶ What are the contents of every magazine? Can you predict?  
 

   

 
Before reading articles, books, magazines, or other printed media, you usually 
examine the cover to gather information about the content. In other word, y ou 
are previewing  the media . The aim of previewing is to help you to predict or 
make some "educated guesses" about what is in the books or others.   
 
Previewing and predicting before  you  read  can make a big difference. You can 
get some ideas about what you will read. That way you will be gin to process 
the information far more quickly. You will also be able to follow the writer's 
ideas better. Though it takes a few minutes to preview and predict, those few 
minutes are well invested. You will find that later you save reading time and 
gain c omprehension.  
 
One example, when you want to buy a new magazine, you will examine the 
cover. Look at the following magazine. What is it about? Fill in the information.  

1.  Title  
2.  Number of articles?  
3.  What information can you get from the cover?  
4.  Would you like to buy the magazine? Why?  
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You can make prediction from the title of an article. Try to guess what the 
following article is about.  

 
 
Which of the following ideas could you find in the article?  
 YES  NO 

1.  There are many sources of energy.     

2.  People ar e not supposed to consume organic food.     

3.  People should buy imported goods.     

4.  There are some ways to save energy.     

5.  It is better to turn on the air conditioner all the time.     

6.  Recycling things are important.     

7.  People should drive fuel -efficie nt car.     

8.  Working three days a week is better.     
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Now, do different exercises. You will begin to make prediction of different story.  
 
Exercise 1  
Predict what will come next in each story. Circle the letter of the sentence 
that could come next.  
 

1.  Tomik o got a cat last week. It's a pretty little cat, and it follows her 
everywhere.  

 a. Tomiko can never find the cat.  
 b. It even goes out for walks with her in the park.  
 c. Tomiko's father doesn't like cats.  
2.  Sergio likes to listen to classical music in th e evenings  
 a. Sometimes he falls asleep while he is listening.  
 b. He works hard all morning and afternoon.  
 c. His favorite kinds of music are pop and country.  

3.  Miriam and her brother, Peter, both go to dance classes.  
 a. Peter likes to be different fr om his sister.  
 b. Peter doesn't like dancing.  
 c. Peter likes to do the same things as his sister.  
4.  My clock doesn't work very well. It's always a little slow.  
 a. I'm often late for work.  
 b. It's black with white numbers.  
 c. It helps me get to work o n time.  
5.  Rudy went to China last month. He didn't know how to speak 

Chinese.  
 a. He didn't know any Japanese or Korean.  
 b. Some Chinese people visited Jorge in Dallas, Texas.  
 c. But a lot of Chinese people spoke English.  
6.  The weatherman on TV predicted cold weather on Saturday.  
 a. I like to watch the weather report on TV.  
 b. You don't have to bring any warm clothes this weekend.  
  c. You should bring some warm clothes this weekend.  
7.  On Sundays, Gina's grandmother often cooks a big meal.  
 a. Gina does n't like cooking very much.  
 b. She invites Gina and all her cousins for dinner.  
 c. Gina doesn't see her grandmother very often.  
8.  Daren wants to go to Europe next summer.  

a. He says he is not interested in European history.  
b. In college, he is studying  African history.  
c. He is saving money to pay for the plane ticket.  
 

Guidelines for predicting  
1.  Read the title.  
2. Look at the pictures (if there are any).  
3.  Read the first few sentences in the first paragraph.  
4.  Read the first line of the other paragraphs.  
5.  Read the last sentence of the last paragraph.  

6.   Watch for names, dates, and numbers.  
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Exercise 2  
Often an author includes photographs or illustrations with a text. Write 
your prediction about what might be in the article based on the 
photograph bel ow. Be specific.  
  

 
 
Predictions:  
 
 
 
 
 
Compare your predictions with another student. Then read the article 
below. Did you make accurate predictions?  

 
How to Organically Solve Problems With Grapes  
Robert Goyette  
 
Grapes ( Vitis ) are subject to attack by many diseases and insects. Luckily, 
there are organic ways to control many of the problems grapes face, as 
listed in the chart below.  
Cane girdlers   
Symptoms:  Adult Beetles come into vineyards when new shoots are about 1 foot 
(30 cm) long. Eggs are laid in side shoots about 6 inches (15 cm) from tips. Larvae 
tunnel inside shoots, destroying them.  
Cure:  Inspect canes and cut off about 4 inches (10 cm) below girdling area.  
Grape berry moths   
Symptoms: Moth larvae feed inside fruits. Grapes are often webbed t ogether. 
Wormy fruits result.  
Cure:  Set out pheromone traps to know when to spray with organic Bacillus 
thuringiensis var. kurstaki .  

Leaf rollers; leaf tiers   
Symptoms: Larvae of moths feed on foliage of new shoots, chewing them badly. 
They may also feed  on fruits.  
Cure:  Spray with organic neem in early summer. Repeat 2 weeks later.  
Rose chafers, Japanese beetles and oriental beetles   
Symptoms:  Adult beetles feed heavily on foliage during day, causing severe 
skeletonizing of eaves.  
Cure: Handpick adult  beetles. Spray vines with organic neem to deter beetles 
from feeding. Place pheromone traps downwind away from the vines.  
Black rot   
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Symptoms: Fungus attacks leaves in early summer and later appears on fruits 
that are half grown. Entire grape shrivels to  dry, black, raisinlike fruit.  
Cure:  Infection occurs during bloom period. Apply copper spray just before 
bloom, after bloom and every 10 to 14 days thereafter up to early fall. Remove 
mummified fruit and destroy.  
 
 
Exercise 3  
In this short passage, you can see only the parts to preview. Read these 
parts. Then make predictions about the parts you cannot see .  

 
 Blanca Garcia lives and works in Oakland, California, but she was born in 
Ecuador. Her family came to the United States from Ecuador ten years ago . 
Blanca is now 19 years old. She has two sisters, Clara, 16, and 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.  
 Blanca finished high school last year, and now she works  in 
xxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.  
 When she has enough money, she wants to go to college. She 
xxxxx xxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.  
 Blanca also wants to have her own children. She has 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. 
wants just two children. She says having both a large family and a job would 
be too much work!  

 
1.  What is the rest of the first paragraph about?  
2.  What is paragraph 2 about?  
3.  What is paragraph 3 about?  
4.  What is the rest of the last paragraph about?  
 
Now, read the whole passage. How good were your predictions?  
 
 

Big Dreams for Blanca  
  
 Blanca Garcia lives and works in Oakland, California, but she was born in 
Ecuador. Her family came to the United States f rom Ecuador ten years ago. 

Blanca is now 19 years old. She has two sisters, Clara, 16, and Alba, 14, and a 
brother, Miguel, 10. Her father works in a restaurant and her mother works in 
a hospital.  
 Bianca finished high school last year, and now she works i n a factory. 
The factory makes children's clothes. Blanca starts work early in the morning. 
Often she has to work extra hours in the afternoon. She doesn't really like the 
work, but she wants to save some money.  
 When she has enough money, she wants to go to college. She would like 
to be a nurse someday. She likes helping people, especially children. She 
hopes that she can work in a hospital for children.  
 Bianca also wants to have her own children. She has a boyfriend, but 
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she doesn't want to get married n ow. She wants to go to college first. Then she 
would like to have a family. She wants just two children. She says having both 
a large family and a job would be too much work!  
 
Exercise 4  
You can tell a lot about a book from its cover. Examine the book cove r on 
the next page. Then fill in the following Information.  
 

1.  Title  
2.  Author  
3.  Fiction or nonfiction?  
4.  What do you predict that this book is about?  
5.  List some of the adjectives which are found in the reviews on the back 

cover of the book.  
6.  Is there any additional information about the author?.  

7.  Would you like to read this book? Why?  
 
 

  
 
 
 
Exercise 5  
In this passage, read only the underlined parts. You have 30 seconds. 
Then make predictions about the parts you did not read.  

 
Do Pigeons Take the Train?  
Pigeons are smart birds. They are good at finding places. They can find their  way 
home from many miles away.  Scientists are not sure how pigeons know their  
way, but they do. They almost never get lost.  
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Can pigeons find their way under the ground?  Some passengers  say that they see 
pigeons on the Underground trains. Rachel Robson says she saw a pigeon at 
Paddington Station. It got on the train and then got off again at the next stop.  
Some train lines are especially popular with pigeons.  They are often seen on the 
Northern and Picadilly lines. Lorna Read also sees pigeons at the Paddington 
Station. Once, a passenger tried to get a pigeon off the train. The pigeon flew 
back in just before the doors closed. It seemed all upset -like a person who 
doesn't want to miss the  train.  
Why do pigeons get on the trains?  Some people say that the pigeons are not 
looking for food. They say the pigeons want to save time. London is a big city. 
The pigeons get tired of flying and they do what people do. They take the train. 
What do the scientists think of this? They say they must have some more  
information -but anything is possible with pigeons!  
 
Predictions:  

Talk about the passage with another student. Without looking back, can you say 
what it is about? When you agree, go back and read t he passage again. How good 
were your predictions?  
 
Exercise 6  
You are staying at a friend's house for a few days. You have forgotten to 
bring something to read, so your friend offers you three books. Read the 
information from the book covers given below an d make some predictions 
about each book. Decide which one you would like to read. Time limit. 60 
seconds.  
 

Book 1  
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe. This book was first published in 
England in 1958. It is the author's first and most famous novel. A classi c of 
modern African writing, it is the story of a man whose life is dominated by 
fear and anger. It is a powerful and moving story that has been com pared 
with Greek tragedy. The writer's style is uniquely and richly African. Subtly 
and ironically, Achebe shows his awareness of the human qualities common 
to people everywhere.  
Things Fall Apart is also a social document. It shows traditional life among 
the Ibo people in a Nigerian village. The novel documents life before 
Christianity, and demonstrates how th e coming of white people led to the end 
of the old tribal ways.  
 

 
 
Book 2  

This Rough Magic by Mary Stewart. This novel was on The New York Times 
best -seller list for eight months, and the reviewer wrote that the tale is "a 
magical concoction ... warm and s unny for Stewart's book tells the story of a 
beguiling young actress, Lucy Waring, who visits  Corfu for a holiday. With no 
warning, she stumbles into strange violence and is threatened with terror 
and death.  
Other reviewers call this book "romantic, suspen seful, delightful... rating A" 
and "a polished and lively novel...luscious from start to finish."  
 
Book 3  
Black Cherry Blues by James Lee Burke. Winner of the Edgar Award for 
best novel, this 1989 detective story is "full of low - lifes and rich crooks. 
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Burk e shows that 'serious' literary craftsmanship is compatible with the 
hard -boiled genre" of the crime novel.  
Burke's story leads his hero from Louisiana to Montana as he strives to 
escape a phony murder charge, protect his little girl, and find a profession al 
killer. Reviewers call this novel "a fine book, tough and vital."  
Which book do you choose?  
Why?  
 
Exercise 7  
Find any reading materials (magazines, comics, novel, etc) that you have 
never read but look interesting. By previewing the title, cover or tabl e of 
contents, what information will you find in the text? Discuss your 
prediction in a group of three and present it in turn during the practicum 
session.  
 

 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Predicting means predict what comes next by making use of grammaticl,logical, 
cultural clues 
Previewing means a reading technique involving the use of table of content, 
appendix, preface, the chapter, paragraph heading which aims at finding out where 
the required information is likely to be 
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   UNIT 2. WHAT ARE YOU DOING  

              THI S WEEKEND?  
Objectives:  
1. The students are able to scan for details in a text.  

2. The students are able to use dictionary to support comprehension on a text.  

 
Look at the pictures. Discuss with your friends.  

¶ What are the pictures about?  

¶ What the people are doing ? 

   

 
There are many activities you can do on weekend; reading magazines and novels, 
going for shopping, visiting relatives, watching movies, or seeing objects. You 
choose the one(s) that you like best.  
 
When you want to go travelling but you have no idea where to go, you often do 
scanning activities. You search information that you need from different media. 
You read brochure, search the internet, find travelling magazines, and others. 
You usually try to find it very quickly. Sometimes you need to loo k up your 
phone book, index, timetable, or newspaper ads.  
 
In the following, you will find a list of art exhibits as the example. If you want to 
see Leonardo da Vinci's drawings, will you be able to see the exhibition in March?  

Creche  
through January 10  
 
The Grand Tour: European and 
American Views of Italy  
through January 17  
 
Joel Stemfeld: Photographs of the 
Roman Campagagna  
through January 17  
 

*Late 20th Century Prints  
through January 31  
 
On Kawara: Date Paintings In 89 
Cities  
through February 7  
 

Leo nardo da Vinci: The Anatomy of 
Man  
Drawings from the Collection of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II  
through February 21  
 
Master European Paintings from the 
National Gallery of Ireland: Mantegna 
to Goya  
January 13 -March 28  
 

Building a Collection: The Depar tment 
of Contemporary Art, Part I  
January 28 -July 3  
 
*Photography: Close -Up/Still Life 
February 10 -May 23  
 
*Closed Thursday and Friday evenings  

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 465 Huntington Avenue Å Boston, Massachusetts 
02116  
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What did you do to answer the ques tion? Did you read the whole list of 
exhibitions to find out? No! You knew what to look for. You scanned the list to 
find the information that you need.  
 
Also, when you have to use the words in the list to use in the following 
sentences, you donõt have to read it carefully. You just scan the file. Read the 
sentence first and find the appropriate word in the list. Letõs try it.  
 
1.  If we stand at the window, we get the better ______________ of the town.  
2.  Did you see the  ______________ of the event in the late st paper?  
3.  All of his collection s are kept in the ______________.  
4.  The ______________ of the paintings will be held in ______________ gallery.  
5.  Donõt forget to take ______________ of the mountains. The scenery is really   

wonderful.  
 
When you are searching th e words, you are scanning.  
 
So, what is scanning?  

 
Scanning is very high -speed reading. When you scan, you have a question in 
mind. You do not read every word, only the words that answer your question. 
Practice in scanning will help you learn to skip over  unimportant words so that 
you can read faster.  
 
Letõs find different example.  

 
For those who like reading, you may choose magazines, novels, almanacs, or 
others. Usually you look at glance at the title or the picture in the pages. 
Sometimes you need to fi nd certain information or important key words, but you 
cannot find it in the table of content. You need encyclopedia or almanac and to 
make it faster you have to find it in index. It is usually at the back of a book. It is 
in alphabetical order. You can us e an index to find information quickly.  
 
The index on the facing page is taken from an almanac titled Time for Kids. 
Scan the index to locate the page numbers for the entries below. Work 
fast.  
 
On what page(s) can you read about the following (if many pa ge numbers are 
listed, write down the first two or three and "and many more").  
 
     page  

1.  Pets    ééé 
2.  Neil Amstrong   ééé 
3.  American Idol   ééé 
4.  African elephant   ééé 
5.  Artist     ééé 
6.  Fastest animals   ééé 
7.  Art museums   ééé 
8.  Australia maps   ééé 
9.  John Adams   ééé 
10. Arc hitecture   ééé 
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Looking up the dictionary is the other example of scanning. When you read an 
English book and you donõt understand the meaning of certain vocabulary, you 
will use your dictionary. Of course, you will not open the dictionary from the first 

page. There are some important steps you can follow.  
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1.  Read the introductory or front matter of the dictionary. You'll understand the 
various features and how they're set off using typefaces (bold, italic), 
nu mbering, lettering and punctuation.  

2.  Pick an entry or two to review, referring back to the introduction. Find the 
parts of speech and related words, and look up the abbreviations used.  

3.  Find several etymologies (word histories) and use the list of abbreviati ons to 
decipher them.  

4.  Check the pronunciations of some words you know, using the pronunciation 
key to become familiar with the conventions used in your dictionary. Then 
look up a word that you do not know how to pronounce and see whether you 
can figure it out.  

5.  Consult your dictionary about finding words if you don't know the spelling. 
Often, good suggestions are offered in the explanatory material.  

6.  Note special features such as quotations or examples of use. These are 
intended to help you find the exact mea ning you're seeking. Try substituting 
the word in a sentence to test it.  

7.  Look up abbreviated labels in the table for them. They can indicate that a 
word is used in a certain region, for a specific subject, or that it has a special 
usage ' slang, informal, nonstandard, archaic, obsolete, vulgar and so on.  

8.  Use the dictionary to hunt around for synonyms of words. Although it's not 
as handy as a thesaurus, you will find plenty of related words by doing 
multiple lookups using the words in definitions.  

 
Try to sc an your English ð English dictionary, to find the part of speech and 
to locate the page numbers for the words below.  
 
     Part of speech   page  

1.          Introductory   ééééé..é  ééé 
2.          Feature   ééééé..é  ééé 
3.          Abbreviation   ééééé..é  ééé 
4.            Decipher   ééééé..é  ééé 
5.            Obsolete   ééééé..é  ééé 
6.            Etymologies    ééééé..é  ééé 
7.            Explanatory    ééééé..é  ééé 
8.    Quotation   ééééé..é  ééé 
9.            Indicate    ééééé..é  ééé 
10.  Seek   ééééé..é  ééé 
11.  Usage   ééééé..é  ééé 
12.  Handy    ééééé..é  ééé 
13.  Convention   ééééé..é  ééé 
14.  Exact    ééééé..é  ééé 
15.  Review  ééééé..é  ééé 

 
 
Now you'll practice scanning both media and your dictionary in different 
activities for weekend. You should work as quickly as possible on all the 
exercises. Remember that scann ing is a high -speed skill.  
 
A. Staying Home  

 
When you choose to stay at home, you may sit in front of your television and 
enjoy your favorite program. You scan the list of TV program to find the channel 
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that you want to watch.  
 
Exercise 1  
In this exercise,  you will scan the TV Listings. Read each question. Then 
scan the listing locate tile necessary Information. Work quickly!  Check 
your answers with another student.  
 
1.  Which channel shows a movie starring Clint Eastwood?  
2.  What hours are included in the listin g?  
3.  What movie listed is given four stars?  
4.  What time can we watch a baseball game?  
5.  How many news programs are shown at 11:00 P.m.?  
6.  What is the title of the movie to be shown on TNT at 8:00?  
7.  What is the title of the oldest movie to be shown?  
8.  How many cha nnels have numbers? Names?  

9.  Which channels show more movies, the numbered or the named?  
10.  Which channel has Spanish language programs?  
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